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”THE MOST DANGEROUS GAME”   Comprehension Worksheet
A. There are two meanings for the word “game” used in the title of this story.  Define them below.
1.  GAME:  
2.   GAME:  
B.    USE NUMBERS TO PUT THESE EVENTS IN THE CORRECT PLOT ORDER:

_____  Rainsford demands to leave the island.

_____  Rainsford knocks on the château’s door.

_____  Rainsford hides in Zaroff’s bedroom.

_____  Rainsford reaches Ship-Trap Island.

_____  Rainsford is given hunting clothes, food, and a knife.

_____  Rainsford sails toward Rio.

C.  COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS USING SPECIFIC STORY DETAILS:

1. Rainsford and Whitney are on their way to the Amazon River to hunt   ______________________________.

2. Rainsford swims to Ship-Trap Island because ____________________________________________________.

3. Zaroff lives in a ____________________________________________________.

4. The animal that Zaroff hunts on his island is ___________________________.

5. In his younger days, Zaroff had been a ____________________________________________________.

6. How does Zaroff stock his island with “game”?  ________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  If someone refuses to participate in his “game,”  Zaroff would do what?______________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  What happened to Lazarus? ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
9. In spite of his being hurt, Zaroff congratulates Rainsford on his “Malay mancatcher,” why?  ____________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
10.   What is meant by “I am still a beast at bay”?  _________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
11.  Rainsford escapes from Zaroff and his hounds by ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
12.  At the end of the story,  Zaroff’s fate  is ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
13.  Circle the best alternate title for this story: 
a) “Ivan, the Killer”   b) “Run for the Money”   c) “The Hunter Becomes the Hunted”    d) “Ship-Trap Island.”
14.  At the end of this experience, how has Rainsford changed and become a DYNAMIC CHARACTER?
15.  What makes Zaroff a STATIC CHARACTER – one who never changes?
16.  List the three attributes of the ideal quarry that Zaroff names:

a. _____________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________

c. _____________________________________________________________

17. Explain how Zaroff “helps Providence a bit” when the sea doesn’t provide the “prey” he needs for his hunting:              

18. What does Zaroff give to the “huntee” before they go “hunting”:

a. _____________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________

c. _____________________________________________________________
 19.  What is Zaroff armed with? ______________________________________
 20. If his quarry eludes Zaroff for ______ days, he wins the game.  If one does not want to participate in the hunt, he is turned over       
to _________________.
21.  Name the victim of each of the following:
Death Swamp _________________ 
Burmese Tiger Pit ____________________

Ugandan Trap  _________________ 
Malay Man-catcher ________________

